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Methodology

× Nationwide Surveys

ü December 2009 (BSG)

V BSG conducted 800 interviews nationwide with likely 2010 general election voters 
between December 19 and 21, 2009.

V The margin of error for overall results is °3.46% at the 95% confidence level, larger 
among subgroups.

ü May 2009 (BSG)

V BSG conducted 1,000 interviews nationwide with likely 2010 general election voters 
between May 9 and 12, 2009.

V The margin of error for overall results is °3.1% at the 95% confidence level, larger 
among subgroups.

ü November 2008 (Lake Research)

V Lake Research conducted 1,000 interviews nationwide between November 5 and 9, 
2008.

V The margin of error for overall results is ± 3.1% at the 95% confidence level, larger 
among subgroups.  
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Overview

× Overall, support for the general idea of comprehensive immigration reform remains stable , 
with two -thirds support that cuts across party lines :

ü Most voters (eight in ten) continue to say that illegal immigration is a problem . Almost 
half say it is a serious problem. 

ü In this economy, voters continue to see the benefit of illegal immigrants becoming legal 
taxpayers .  As in May 2009, voters remain in support of reform that includes legalizing 
the status of illegal immigrants, because this means they will be paying taxes like 
everyone else.  More than two -thirds of voters want to require illegal immigrants to 
become legal taxpayers rather than having them leave the country.

ü For the 12 million illegal immigrants that remain in the country, voters still choose 
register and apply for citizenship over allowing illegal immigrants to stay temporarily or 
forcing them out of the U.S.       

× There have been a few shifts among voters between May and December 2009:

ü Democrats have lost their trust advantage on immigration reform, and Republicans in 
Congress are now equally trusted as President Obama.  However, 26% of voters prefer 
neither party or are undecided.

ü Voters are more skeptical about Congressô ability to handle multiple issues at once, but 
a majority of voters (52%) view immigration reform as a high priority for Congress and 
believe Congress can take on CIR this year (down from 59% last year).
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Support for Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform



Support for reform remains strong: 2/3 support comprehensive 
immigration reform even without hearing details of a proposal; 
support for reform crosses party lines
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Q: Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, strongly oppose Congress passing 
comprehensive immigration reform?

Oppose 21% Oppose 23%

Total 
Support: 

64%

Total 
Support: 

66%

+3

Strongly:31%
Somewhat:38%

Strongly:38%
Somewhat:29%

Strongly:34%
Somewhat:28%



Republicans in Congress are equally trusted as President Obama 
on immigration reform , trusted more over Democrats in Congress

6

Q: Whose approach to immigration reform more closely reflects your point of view? The Democrats in Congress or the 
Republicans in Congress?
Q: Whose approach to immigration reform more closely reflects your point of view? President Obama or the Republicans 
in Congress?

Cong. Dem
Advantage 

+7%

Obama
Advantage 

+11%

Cong. Rep
Advantage 

+14%

Cong. Rep
Advantage 

+1%


